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Arnauvd de Borch-
“grave, 59, a Belgian na-
tive now a US. citizen, is
a former Newsweek edi-
tor who covered 17 wars
and 90 countries. With
"Robert- Moss, he wrote
The Spike, a book about
- Soviet KGB operations in-
the Western: media, and
Monimbo, a novel about
: Cuban terrorism. He was
“interviewed for USA TO-

. topic: DISINFORMATION

DAY by freedance writer
. Dennis M. Blank.

Arnaud de Borchgrave

Soviets use joumahs
to spread their lies -

f
USA TODAY: You have !
charged that the Soviet Union

uses the Western news media ¢

to spread disinformation —
false charges planted by the
Soviets in Western media to
further their aims. Is it really
dangerous? .

De BORCHGRAVE: The
most important media voice in
France, Jean-Francois Revel,
who was editor and chief of Le
Express, wrote a new best-
seller, How Democracies Per-
ish. In it, he demonstrates how
disinformation has quite liter-
ally presented a new ideology.
It has one basic principle — to
consume a society and stifie
the revolutionary ardor of
Western workers in order to
bring down capitalism. It
shows how disinformation
preys on the lifeblood of de-
MOoCracy. -

USA TODAY: How can dis-
information do that? -

-Department has issued eight

DeBORCHGRAVE: By cor-
rupting the data and distorting
understanding in such a way
that it misieads public opinion.
For example, how is our Con-
gress expected to make intelli-

gent decisions on an adminis- .
tration request for funding the .
contras who are fighting the -

Marxist Sandinistas in Nicara-
gua? On the basls of what they
have read about Nicaragua in
our media? The consensus is

that the Sandinistas are a popu-,

lar, -home-grown revolution.
It's no such thing.

USA TODAY: But is disin-
formation really that perva-
sive in the USA? - ‘

"DeBORCHGRAVE: There
are about three examples in
the press every day. The State

reports in the last two years
which cite disinformation ex-
amples by the score. I could
not find one journalist in 300
who interviewed me on & re-
cent book promotion tour who
had -heard of these reports,
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which 1 find extraordinary.

- There is only one institution in .

the country, Boston University, |
which teaches 8 course on dis-
informatlon

USA TODAY: Can you cite
a significant recent example
of disinformation?

DeBORCHGRAVE: The
most recent one was an-
nounced by FBI Director Wil-
liam Webster, Director of the
FBI, appointed by Jimmy Car-
ter in 1878 because of his liber-
al civil rights background. Af-

ter extensive investigation, the. |
FBI had concluded that the let-

ters written to heads of African
states, allegedly by the Ku Klux
Klan, warning them to keep
their ‘athletes out of the Olym-

_pics or they would be in danger-

of being gunned down’ were’

. forged by the KGB.

" USA TODAY: Are journal-

 ists really that gullible?

" DeBORCEGRAVE: Dr. Rob-

"ert S. Liken, who has testified

. before congressional commit-

-tees against funding the “con-
tras” in Nicaragua, admitied
after his latest trip to Nicara-
gua that the contras enjoy,

~widespread support from the !

populstion. In fact, -he comes
down very hard on the U.S.
press covering Nicaragua for
being taken in by & larger
group of Marxist international-
“ists. -

USA TODAY: But how has
the American pmss been tak-
en in?

. DeBORCHGRAVE: You see

mass rallles in favor of the San-
dinistas on your evening televi-
sion news. What you've never
been told by our media is that
ration cards are confiscated if

you fail to show up at these so- |

called spontaneous rallies. Peo-

ple are jailed simply for asking.

Sandinistas embarrasmg ques-
tions.

USA TODAY: Are you say-
ing that the press is deliber-
ately suppressing some sto-
ries about Nicaragua?

.the press corps was Bianca Jag-

" the forerunner of the KGB, .

"morslization operations in cap- |

i

DeBORCHGRAVE: 1 don't |
think the stories are being |
spiked. They were just never ‘
writter. When 1 was down in g

Nicaragua, the local guru of i

ger, playing the role of the '
Jane Fonda of Central Ameri-

ca. She was organizing trips to

Mosquito Indian land to show
happy Indians resettied in their
new villages. Did that ever
come out in the press, how re-

' porters were getting to these

viliages? Not a word came out,
and ] watched for it

USA TODAY: How did dis-
information as a political tool
evolve? .

De BORCHGRAVE: 1t start-
ed right after the Soviet revolu-
tion. The head of the Cheka, !

started Department D, which
stood for demoralization. He
was in charge of running de-

italist countries. When Yuri An-
dropov took over the KGB in
1967, disintformation became a
tull directorate, known as Ser-.
vice A. The general in charge’
told his staff: “We must all con-

‘vince Western journalists, el-:

ther directly or through third
partles, of exactly the opposite
of our real intentions. If any-
one writes about our real inten-
tions, it must quickly be dis-
missed and ridiculed as a man
or woman of the right, as a fas-
cist and McCarthyite.” This is
quite extraordinary because it
has worked over and -over
agam

USA TODAY Were some of
the first stories about Yurl,
Andropov — that he was a |
closet liberal who’ lovedll
American jazz — examples of
disinformatmn?

DeBORCHGRAVE: 1 was |
having breakfast with the for- '

mer head of French intelli- -

gence when that story first
came out_. He told me, “There

Connnend
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